
 
 

 

Course Title Crisis and Future of the European Union 

Category Social Sciences, Politics & Education 

Class Time 

Master Session, July 3rd – July 14th  
Track D 

Schedule 
Week 1 
tba 

Week 2 
tba 

Course Level & 
Target Group 

MA/MSc students and advanced Bachelor students (final year) of all 
subjects with an academic background and a strong interest in 
European studies, contemporary history, sociology and politics. 

Course Language 
This course is taught in English, including readings in English. For the 
understanding of the texts and the discussions in class a language level 
B2 (Common European Framework of Reference for Languages) is 
required. 

ECTS 5 ECTS (40 contact hours) 

Instructor Dr. Timo Lochocki 
 

Course Description & Learning Outcome 
This course will deal with the current crisis of the European Union, its roots and possible 
solutions. It will seek answers to questions commonly posed outside Europe: Why does Europe 
react so slowly to the crisis? Why does European crisis management seem so complicated? 
Why don't they just take firm decisions? The course will not offer definite answers, but will try to 
explain how the EU works and why it works as it does.  

We will study answers mainly from political science and sociology, but will also take a look at 
some economists' and historians' arguments. By doing so, the course will highlight the specific 
role Germany plays in the European game.  

This is not an introduction to European politics. Participating requires substantial knowledge 
in European Integration and European History. 

The primary aim of the course is to give participants some understanding of why the European 
crisis seems so difficult to resolve and of the role Germany plays in this scenario. We will use 
aspects of the current crises as case studies to illustrate the major mechanisms at work in 
European decision making. 

This course requires advanced knowledge about European Integration and European 
History. This is a specialized class reaching far beyond an introduction to European 
politics. 
 
 



Course Schedule & Readings 
The course content will be adapted according to the current political and social 
situation. The main focus might be as following: 
 
THE BEGINNINGS AND THE GERMAN ROLE 
Basic patterns and mechanism in European Integration  
History of European Integration  
The main institutions: Council, Parliament and Commission  
The major national players: France, Germany and the United States  
Contemporary Germany  
  
CURRENT CRISES AND EUROPE’S FUTURE 
Germany and Europe in the not so distant past  
Germany and Europe today  
The origins of the financial crisis – democratic deficit or deficit spending?  
The economics of the crisis  
The migration crisis 
What future for Germany and Europe? 

Suggested Readings 
Leonard, Dick (2010): Guide to the European Union, (9th ed., published by The Economist), 1-43. 
Parsons, Craig (2002): Showing Ideas as Causes: The Origins of the European Union, International 
Organization 56:1, 47-84. 
Leonard, D. (2010): Guide to the European Union, (9th ed., published by The Economist). Ch.1: The 
origins, 51-83. 
Fontaine, Pascal (2010): Europe in 12 lessons (Brussels: European Comm.), 22-30. 
Garton Ash, Timothy (2013): The New German Question, The New York Review of Books, 15th of 
August 2013. 
Katzenstein, Peter (1997): United Germany in an integrating Europe, Current History, 96, 608, 116-123. 
Simms, Brandon (2013): Cracked Heart of the Old World, The New Stateman, 14th of March 2013.  
Borger, Julian (2012): Germany slowly comes to terms with sending armed forces abroad, The Guardian, 
18th of September 2012. 
The Guardian (2012): Germany and Europe: reluctant champions, 18th of September 2012. 
Guérot, Ulrike (2010): How European is the new Germany? Reflections on Germany’s role in today’s 
Europe. An essay. 
Minton Beddoes, Zanny (2013): Europe’s reluctant hegemon, The Economist, 15th of July 2013.  
Pateson, William (2011): The Reluctant Hegemon? Germany Moves Centre Stage in the European 
Union, Journal of Common Market Studies, Special Issue: The JCMS 
Annual Review of the European Union in 2010, Volume 49, Issue Supplement s1, pages 57–75, 
September 2011 
Follesdal, Andreas/Hix, Simon (2006): Why There is a Democratic Deficit in the EU: A Response to 
Majone and Moravcsik, Journal of Common Market Studies, 44, 3, 533-63. 
Young, Brigitte/Semmler, Willy (2011): The European sovereign debt crisis. Is Germany to blame? 
German Politics and Society, 29, 1, 1-24. 
Alderman, Liz (2013): Young and Educated in Europe, but Desperate for Jobs. The New York Times, 
15th of November 2013. 
Elliot, Larry (2012): Why Angela Merkel wants to make the rest of Europe more like Germany. The 
Guardian, 17th September 2012.  
Hall, Peter. A. (2012): The Economics and Politics of the Euro Crisis, German Politics, 21:4, 355-371. 
Kollewe, Julia (2012): How Germany's south became the backbone of a vibrant economy. The Guardian, 
17th September 2012. 



Stuckeler, David et al. (2011): Effects of the 2008 recession on health: a first look at European data. The 
Lancet, Vol. 378 July 9, 2011. 
Reisenbichler, Alexander and Morgan J. Kimberley (2013): How Germany won the euro-crisis, Foreign 
Affairs, 20th of June 2013. 
Leonard, Mark (2011): Four Scenarios for the Re-Invention of Europe.  
The Economist (2012): The choice. A limited version of federalism is a less miserable solution than the 
break-up of the euro, May 26th, 2012. 
Wright, Thomas (2012): What if Europe fails? The Washington Quarterly, 35, 3, 23-41. 
 
www.euractiv.com   
euractiv is a platform for news on the European Union, on its structures, decision-making processes and 
developments. It offers up-to-date and detailed information on what is being in the process of debate 
within the EU. On top ofthis, euractiv publishes regular background dossiers outlining the positions by 
differentactors in such a process. 

http://www.eurotopics.net/en/presseschau/aktuell.html  
eurotopics is the multilingual online range of offers from the Federal Agency for Civic Education 
(Bundeszentrale für politische Bildung/bpb) on European topics. eurotopics informs about political, 
cultural and societal debates from 28 countries (the EU and Switzerland). The daily press review allows 
Europe-wide access to debates and opinions, which media have so far carried out at a national level. The 
magazine, which is issued weekly, introduces topics and presents background information on important 
European questions. In this way, eurotopics promotes transeuropean discussions and the development 
of new networks for media, cultural and political exchanges. 

www.politco.eu  
newswebsite featuring European-wide topics. Very helpful source of information for day-to-day politics in 
the member states of the European Union, as much as within its individual states. 

Assignments 
In order to gain 5 ECTS, you are required to attend class regularly, read all assigned texts, hold 
a presentation and most importantly: to participate actively in our discussions. In addition, you 
ought to hand in an essay of at least 1.000 words. 

Assessment Components 
The final grade will be composed of the presentation, final essay and active participation in the 
class discussion. A minimum of 80% class attendance is required. Failure to fulfil one of the 
mentioned components results in failure of the class.   

Expectations & Policies 
Preparation for lively discussions in the classroom: be on time, have at least the required readings 
completed and points in mind for discussion or clarification. 

Assignments: complete all assignments according to the specified requirements on schedule including 
handing over to the lecturer. 

Commitment in class: pay particular attention to the lecturer and respect differences of opinions 
(classmates’, lecturers, local constituents engaged with on the visits).  

Academic guidelines: Comply with academic integrity policies (such as no plagiarism or cheating, nothing 
unethical), especially the academic honor code and the student code of conduct (see FAQs on 
www.huwisu.de). 

Attendance policy: No unexcused absences are permitted. Students must contact their class teachers to 
catch up on missed work – to excuse absence please contact the HUWISU office (80% class attendance 
are required).  

Field trips: if classes involve a field trip or other external visits, these require attendance as well as 
appearance in time – transportation difficulties are never valid reasons for an excused absence. 

http://www.euractiv.com/
http://www.eurotopics.net/en/presseschau/aktuell.html
http://www.politco.eu/


Cultural Extra-curricular Activities 
HUWISU offers a fine selection of interesting extra-curricular activities and aims to give all participants an 
unforgettable stay in Berlin. Your program includes excursions, sport activities and social gatherings 
providing you the opportunity to get to know the city, the university and your classmates better and to 
meet students from all parts of the world. The costs for these offers are included in the course fees. 
 
Below you will find examples of previously offered cultural activities. You will be informed about the 
respective cultural program after your enrolment via email as well as during the course period. 
 
Political and historical guided tours: 
• Federal Chancellery (Bundeskanzleramt): It’s the central coordination point for the entire 

government policy. The office is in constant contact to departments and other authorities. 
• German Parliament (Bundestag):  As the highest organ of the legislative in Germany it’s elected by 

the German people. In practice Germany is governed by a bicameral legislature, of which the 
Bundestag serves as the lower house and the Bundesrat equals the upper house. 

• House of Representatives (Abgeordnetenhaus): It’s the state parliament (Landtag) of Berlin and 
located in the center of the reunified city. Together with the Martin Gropius Bau, the Topography of 
Terror and the Bundesrat, it presents an arresting contrast to the flair of the new Potsdamer Platz. 

• Topography of Terror: A permanent exhibition with focus on the central institutions of the SS and 
police during the “Third Reich” and the crimes they committed throughout Europe. With the help of 
mostly photographic material, visitors are led through the major themes of the exhibition’s five main 
segments. 

• Political Archive: As the “memory” of the Federal Foreign Office it preserves the files on German 
diplomacy since 1867, as well as the international treaties signed by the Federal Republic of Germany 
and its predecessors in title. The records are preserved, processed and made available for academic 
research. 

 
Cultural guided tours: 
• Kreuzberg Tour: Kreuzberg has emerged from its history as one of the poorest quarters in Berlin in 

the late 1970s to a cultural center of today’s Berlin. A unique area and one of the hippest 
neighbourhoods in Berlin with many bars, pubs and clubs. 

• Berlins Museum Island (Museumsinsel): was awarded UNESCO World Heritage Status in 1999 and 
is an ensemble of five museums: Old Museum, New Museum, Old National Gallery, Pergamon 
Museum and Bode Museum. 

• Berliner Dom: Berlin´s largest and most important Protestant church is located on the Museum Island. 
• Daytrip to Potsdam: Be inspired by the illustrious attractions of the UNESCO’s World Heritage while 

underway through the city of Potsdam. Immerse yourself in the history and present of Potsdam and 
discover many palaces, gardens, and historic quarters such as the “Holländisches Viertel” or the 
“Nikolaikirche”. 

• Exhibitions: Berlin is known for its unique galleries and exhibitions, that is why we will visit at least 
one during the Winter University. 

 
Social gatherings 
• Welcome Get-Together: We invite you to meet all participants as well as the HUWISU staff in a 

relaxed atmosphere. 
• Boat trip: Get to know Berlin from a completely new perspective and see Berlin’s famous sights while 

floating along the river Spree. 
• Beach Volleyball: A fun outdoor sport activity on long warm summer evenings for those who love to 

play and everyone who just want to enjoy watching the others play, lying in the sand, meet friends for 
some drinks, or simply relax in the middle of Berlin. 

• Biergarten: You can´t leave Berlin without having experienced a Biergarten. The perfect place to finish 
off your busy day with a cool “Feierabend” drink. 

• Farewell Party: At the end of the Summer University we will come together to celebrate the exciting 
time with HUWISU. 

 

 



Your Instructor 
Dr. Timo Lochocki is a transatlantic fellow with the Europe Program where he directs the research 
activities of The German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF) on European diversity and party 
politics. He studied social psychology and international politics in Germany, Norway, and the United 
States and holds a Ph.D. in comparative politics from the Humboldt University Berlin, where he is a 
lecturer for European Politics. His doctoral thesis explains varying electoral advances of right-wing 
populist parties in Europe and was graded as summa cum laude. He has published work on European 
integration, migration, and comparative politics with a focus on left-and right-wing populist parties in 
academic journals, national newspapers, and for various think tanks. In addition to his native German, 
Lochocki speaks fluent English and Norwegian, and has a working knowledge of French and Swedish. 
 
 
Please note that the course and its syllabus are subject to change. Last update: February  2017 
 


